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went thither to encourage and serve them. Nine of that number received
the crown of martyrdom. After their execution, Jonas and Barachisius
were apprehended for having exhorted them to die. The president mildly
entreated the two brothers to obey the king of kings, meaning the King
of Persia, and to worship the sun, moon, fire, and water. Their answer
was that it was more reasonable to obey the immortal King of heaven
and earth than a mortal prince. The Magians were much offended to
hear their king called mortal. By their advice the martyrs were separated,
and Barachisius was cast into a very narrow close dungeon. Jonas they
detained with them, endeavouring to persuade him to sacrifice to fire, the
sun, and water. The prince of the Magians, seeing him inflexible, caused
him to be laid flat on his belly, with a stake under his navel, and to be
beaten with knotty clubs and with rods. The martyr all the time con-
tinued in prayer, saying, " I thank you, O God of our father Abraham.
Enable me, I beseech you, to offer to you acceptable holocausts. ' One
thing I have asked of the Lord: this will I seek after/1 The sun, moon,
fire, and water I renounce. I believe and confess the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost," The judge ordered him next to be set in a frozen pond,
with a cord tied to his foot. After supper and a short nap, he sent for
Barachisius, and told him his brother had sacrificed. The martyr said it
was impossible that he should have paid divine honours to fire, a vile
creature, and spoke much on the immensity and power of God, and with
such eloquence and force that the Magians were astonished to hear him,
and said one to another that if he were permitted to speak in public he
would draw over many from their religion. Whereupon they concluded
for the future to hold his interrogatories in the night. In the meantime
they caused two red-hot iron plates and two red-hot hammers to be
applied under each arm, and said to him, " If you shake off either of
these, by the king's fortune, you deny Christ." He meekly replied,
" I fear not your fire; nor shall I throw off your instruments of torture,
I beg you to try without delay all your torments on me. He who is
engaged in combat for God is full of courage, Jonas, after this, being
brought out of his pool, the Magians said to him, " How do you find
yourself this morning? We imagine you passed the last night but very
uncomfortably." " No," replied Jonas; " from the day I came into the
world, I never remember a night more sweet and agreeable; for I was
wonderfully refreshed by the remembrance of Christ's sufferings," The
Magians said, " Your companion hath renounced." The martyr, inter-
rupting them, answered, " I know that he has long renounced the devil
and his angels." The Magians urged, "Take care lest you perish,
abandoned both by God and man." Jonas replied, " If you are really
wise> as you boast, judge if k be not better to sow the corn than to fceep
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